
An update on the UK wide consultation on the proposed ban on the   manufacture, supply and sale of wet wipes containing plastic.

On April 22,2024, the UK Government made an initial response to the UK wide consultation on the proposed ban on the manufacture, supply and sale of wet wipes containing plastics as concluded on November 25, 2023. 

The consultation resulted in overwhelming public support for the proposed ban – with 95% of respondents in favour of it. In total 1561 responses   were   made to the consultation process. The UK government will introduce a ban on the supply and sale of wet wipes containing plastic across the UK.
Legislation to ban the supply and sale of wet wipes containing plastic across the UK will be developed in England and by each devolved administration (Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland) who will introduce regulations separately via their respective legislative mechanisms. From the point each separate piece of the legislation is passed, there will be an 18-month transition period to allow manufacturers adequate time to transition to producing plastic-free wet wipes.
It is anticipated that legislation to be in place across the UK by the end of 2024. The first part of the United Kingdom anticipated   to issue Regulation will be England. This is anticipated to occur before the Summer parliamentary recess (Summer recess is currently scheduled to start on July 23,2024).

The UK manufacture of plastic containing wet wipes will not form part of the proposed ban, in that manufacturers of plastic containing wet wipes do not solely supply to the UK market. Manufacturers in the UK will be able to continue to export wet wipes containing plastic to other countries who do not have the same restrictions but will not be able to supply and sell these in the UK (unless for exempted purposes).
For the purposes of the ban, a wet wipe will be defined as the following:
“A wet wipe is a nonwoven piece of fabric which has been soaked and stored in liquid and which is not designed or intended to be re-used, including but not limited to baby wipes, cosmetic wipes, moist toilet tissues, personal hygiene wipes and wipe-based cleaning products.” (My highlight in red).
For the purposes of this ban, in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland ‘plastic’ will be defined using the UK REACH definition.

In Wales, the legislation will use the existing definition included in the Environmental Protection (Single-use Plastic Products) (Wales) Act 2023, which is based on the UK REACH definition.
Under the UK REACH definition of plastic, along with the supporting guidance on monomers and polymers, viscose, lyocell and cotton are not plastic.
Exemptions for industrial and medical purposes
The UK / devolved administrations will be providing an exemption for the supply and sale of wet wipes containing plastic for industrial and medical purposes.
The industrial exemption allows for businesses (such as hospitals or food production sites) to buy them from other businesses, such as wholesalers, or directly from the manufacturer. Once purchased, these wet wipes cannot be sold onto consumers.
To account for those who receive or require medical care in their own home, the exemption will allow for supply and sale by registered pharmacies. Wet wipes containing plastic will not be permitted for sale on the shelves, and customers who require these products for medical purposes will need to specifically ask the pharmacist for these.
The full details of these exemptions will be included in regulations and set out in more detail in guidance.

David James. April,2024.


Useful References:
UK-wide ban on wet wipes containing plastic to be put into law - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  (Accessed: April,2024)
Wet wipes containing plastic: proposed ban on the manufacture, supply and sale - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  (Accessed: April,2024)
Summary of responses and government response - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed: April,2024).
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